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Personal Dashboard and Gadgets
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Introduction

Bitrix Site Manager 8.0 introduces a new component Personal Dashboard allowing
a site user to assemble a personal page by adding gadgets of their choice.

This guide explains how to create a personal dashboard and configure it. The
detailed information on creating custom gadgets is also provided.
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Chapter 1.  The Personal Dashboard

Do the following to organize the personal dashboard:

§ create a new page;

8 add the Personal Dashboard component to page and configure its
parameters;

§ configure the page layout.

Creating a Personal Dashboard

Create a new page from the public section (Fig. 1.1).

New page creation wizard
Creating of a new page in section fsocnetf =
Create a new page through the Control Panel L_'J

Filename: | desktop.php

Page title: | Dashboard
Start page editing
Add Menu Ttem

Fig. 1.1 Creating a new page

Add a page to the menu (Fig. 1.2).
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New page creation wizard

Creating of a new page in section fsocnetf -3‘._J
Create s new page through the Contral Panel =

Mew name of the Menu Itemn :  Dashboard
Menu Type: | Section menu |Z|

Insert before itern: | — last menu item — =]

[ < Previous ” MNext > H Finish ] [ Cancel

Fig. 1.2 Adding a page to the menu

Click Finish to open the page in the visual editor. Drag and drop the Personal
Dashboard component to the page body (Fig. 1.3) and specify the component ID.
The main purpose of the identifier is allow the gadgets on different pages to have
individual settings, or merge the settings of different dashboards.

“FAsecande JNHARIH G BBE S movEHO®
E Marmal - | | {Fant) - | (Size) - B I U .7 .% |= {Default kernplate) - |
mElE == 2= cEDm|
IEI] %:ﬁ EE Components 2.0 =5
-| Services [A]
% #[ Fag
[ [+l Advertising
[+ e-Learning =
[+][_] Helpdesk
[+ Mewsletter
[+ Polls and woting
[+l web Forms
[+ web Service
i
E.': | Personal Dashboard] [Vl
Components 2.I]J.1Sni|3petsj.-'
"'\ Properties =,
<body > <-component2 >
Personal Dashboard (bitrix:desktop) i
Easily configurable personal dashboard =
=] Zomponent kemplate
Component template:l .default (Build-in template) |+ |
|=] Data source
[Personal Dashboard I haldert ] [vl
[ EE Camponents 2.0 | -f, Snippets ‘[ "'\ Propetties

Fig. 1.3 Adding the Personal Dashboard component
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Also, you can specify the dashboard columns and the column size (Fig. 1.4). The
Allow all authorized users to manage their own Personal Dashboard parameter
exists to restrict the dashboard configuration functions to only users who have write
permission to this file.

Allow all authorized users ko manage their own Personal 7
Dashboard:

Mumber of columns: |5
Columnn width (pe or %) #10 | 552,

Columnn width (pe oF %) #2: | 350
Colurnn width {pec or %) #31 | 330,

Fig. 1.4 The component parameters

The Available gadgets box contains gadgets of which the selected ones will be
available on the dashboard (Fig. 1.5).

Available gadoets:| 5| available)
Favorite Links
Google Gadgets
Motes

R55 Feed

Fig. 1.5 Available gadgets

For each of the selected gadgets, the settings panes are shown below the gadgets
box. The gadget settings are divided into two groups: parameters available to the
site administrator and the parameters available to users (Fig. 1.6).

-1 Gadget settings "RSS Feed"
Cache time, sec.(0 - do not cache): | 3500

Show link to detail page: ]

Predefined R55 Feeds (each starting from a new linel;

-| Default user settings for the gadget "RSS Feed"
Mumber of news (0 - display ally: | 1

Link ko RS5 Feed;

Fig. 1.6 The gadget settings

For example, an administrator can set the cache lifetime and the predefined RSS
feeds for the RSS Feed gadget. The Number of news and the Link to RSS Feed
can be preset for all new users (Fig. 1.6); a user can change these parameters later.

Do not forget to save changes you have made to the component parameters.
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The Page Layout

After saving the page has the following appearance in the public section (Fig. 1.7).
The dashboard is empty.

g ’-3 r\ @ FM' Company

5 manage

\

Home Profile Content e-Store Communication Social Network Examples

Dashboard Horme = Social Metwork

Title
Search

=+ Add MK Reset current settings " Save as default settings

Authorization

Jason Barn
[admin]
Iy profile

Fig. 1.7 The user personal dashboard

Do the following to add a new gadget to the dashboard.

aq Click Add. A drop-down list of available dashboard gadgets will open
(Fig. 1.8).

Personal Dashboard

<= add X Reset current settings w' Save as default settings
Personal 5
Gadgets for most used personal toals
External Services ; ; » Google Gadgets
Internet-based information services Google Gadgets For Your Personal Dashboard
R5S Feed
RES news feed I}

Fig. 1.8 Adding a gadget to the dashboard

Note: The gadgets drop-down list is created using a special array specified in the
component source code (/bitrix/components/bitrix/desktop/component.php).

a Select the required gadget. It will show on the dashboard.
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a Similarly add the required number of gadgets to the dashboard (Fig.

1.9).
Dashboard
+ x v
London wWeather Google Clock RSS Feed
Set RSS feed.
London Fhupan s

“ 68°F

o Cloudy

b Humidity: 49%
wind: ME at 12 mph

—

\.P? 68°F / 55°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? 66°F / 55°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? 66°F / 53°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? 66°F / 53°F

m Chance of Rain

K¥nu unu npopai ceduac
Canon Deluxe Gadget Bag 10Eg
BEIFOAHEIE LEHEI Bonewoi exifop!

ads by Google

/8 7 Google 5 4
,/’“ | .16. o

.I L"u.sle zadgets powered by Google

.I L"u.sle zadgets pomered by Google

Fig. 1.9 Personal dashboard

To reposition the gadget, press the left mouse button on the gadget caption and
move the gadget to the required location. In other words, move gadgets as if they
were windows (Fig. 1.10).

Dashboard
+ x v

London Weather : RSS Feed

| St up an RSS feed.
London GG@&;Ie Clock

“ 68°F

o Cloudy

e Hurnidity: 49%
wind: ME at 12 mph

—

\.P? 68°F / 55°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? B66°F / 55°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? B66°F / 52°F

m Chance of Rain

—

\.P? 66°F / 53°F

m Chance of Rain

Kynu unu npopai ceidyac
Canon Deluxe Gadget Bag 10Eg

BeiroaHele LeHe, Bonewod seibop!
Ads by Gac ';ip powered by Google

I.I L"u.sle zadgets pomered by Google

Fig. 1.10 Repositioning a gadget
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To configure the gadget, click “. The gadget parameter editor will open. The editor
layout depends on the selected gadget.

Note: “ is unavailable if the gadget has no settings.

Click to minimize the gadget. Use to close the gadget (remove it from the
page).

You can add many copies of the same gadget to the dashboard, each of which
having individual settings (Fig. 1.11).

=+ add X Reset current settings " Save as de
RSS Feed London Weather
HowStufforks.com Daily Feed London
» 18 Home Remedies for Upset Stormach 59°F
Light rain

Hurnidity: 88%
wind: ME at 12 rmph

» Budgeting Ouiz
#» How Dual Flush Toilets Work

66°F / 55°F

Chance of Rain

69°F / 55°F

Chance of Rain

RSE Feed

DMEFORCES - DME FOR. LIFE 68°F / 51°F

Chance of Rain

% Merm-Electro East-SaT-07-12-2009-FPTC

F1°F / 55°F
Mostly Sunny

» Logistics-Crash Bang Wallop-MHS156C0-
WEB-Z20029-LIEDMNE

Strategic Plan Templates

#» D-Bridoe Vs Cormimix Ws Calibre- Download this Free White Paper -
Providence Vs Hot Calibre-(EXITWS002 -WER- Strateqgic Planning Pracess Overview
2005-KOIAL A Ads by Google

Fig. 1.11 Multiple gadgets of the same type

For users having the page write permission, the Save as default settings button is
available. The button allows to make the dashboard default for all users who could
not or did not have chance to configure it according to their needs.

If you have customized the dashboard but want to restore the default settings, click
the Reset current settings button.

Note: If the Allow all authorized users to manage their own Personal
Dashboard option is unchecked in the Personal Dashboard component
settings, the site users see this page without additional buttons; the page design
is defined solely by the site administrator.
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Customizing the Dashboard

In order to modify the dashboard contents, copy and edit the Personal Dashboard
component template. Typically, it is sufficient to redefine the required site template

styles in template_styles.css.
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Chapter 2. The Gadgets

From the point of implementation view, gadgets are similar to components; most
gadgets are based on components, however there are differences.

Location and Naming Convention

All gadgets are located in /bitrix/gadgets/. The system gadgets reside in
Ibitrix/gadgets/bitrix/. The files in this folder are updated by the system and thus
must not be edited by users.

A gadget is identified by the folder name. The gadget namespace uses the following
naming algorithm: first, the gadgets in the bitrix folder are enumerated; then come
the gadgets from the other folders. All the collected gadgets are merged: if a latest
found gadget was defined in the bitrix folder, it replaces the latter. Thus, the system
gadgets can be redefined and even removed from the list of available gadgets.

The Gadqget Folder Structure

The gadget folder has the following mandatory items.

8 .description.php - the description file. Defines an array of the following
structure:

$ar Description = Array(

"NAMVE' =>"The nane",

"DESCRI PTI ON'=>"The descri ption",

"CROUP"=> Array("ID'=>"target section: personal, enployees,
communi cat i ons, conpany, services, other"), //(Oumbxa! Hcrounmx
CCHUIKM He HalmeH. )

)

§ .parameters.php — a file containing the gadget parameters. There exist two
parameter groups: the parameters editable by the administrator and those
editable by users. The code below is an example of the file:

10
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$ar Paranmeters = Array(
" PARAMVETERS" => Arr ay/(
"CACHE_TI ME" => array(
"NAME" => "Cache lifetine, sec (0-don't cache)",
"TYPE' => "STRI NG',
"DEFAULT" => "3600"

).
)

" USER_PARAMETERS" => Array(
"ATY"=>Array(
"NAME" => "City",
"TYPE' => "LIST",
"MALTI PLE" => "N',
"DEFAULT" => "¢213",
"VALUES'=>$arCity,

the lang folder — used for localization of the gadget strings; the localization
files are included automatically.

index.php — the gadget code.

The gadget code is a common PHP script which renders the gadget HTML. The
following variables are available in the PHP script:

§

§

$arGadgetParams — contains all the gadget settings, i.e. all the values of
PARAMETERS and USER_PARAMETERS from .parameters.php.

the required component call parameters and the two additional array
elements: PERMISSION - gadget access permissions (R|W) and
UPD_URL - the path to the current page for use with POST.

$arGadget — array:

ID => the gadget unique symbolic code (multiple gadgets of the same
type can co-exist on a page, but they must have different codes),

GADGET_ID => the gadget ID,

NAME => the gadget name,
DESCRIPTION => the gadget description,
PATH => the full path to the gadget folder,

TITLE => the gadget window title (can be redefined in the gadget script),
the default value is $arGadget["NAME"],

SETTINGS => same as $arGadgetParams,
HIDE => defines if the gadget is minimized (Y|N),

USERDATA => an array containing arbitrary parameters. The array
contents is automatically saved whenever the script modifies the array. If
you want to redirect back to this page, specify
$arGadget["FORCE_REDIRECT"]=true.

11
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Creating a Sample Gadget

Let us create a simple Hello! gadget to welcome users and show them how many
times the gadget has been shown.

[=] [ hitriz

| adrnin

EIEY

Jcache

#

_| components

0

| gadgets
| bitrix
[=] [ demo
[ hella

Fig. 2.1 The gadget folder
Create the gadget files:

.description.php:

<?
if (!defined("B_PROLOG | NCLUDED") ||
B_PROLOG | NCLUDED! ==true)di e();
$ar Description = Array(
"NAVE'=>"Hel | o! ",
"DESCRI PTI ON'=>"G eeti ng Gadget",
"GROUP"=> Array("|D'=>"services"),

?>

12
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.parameters.php:

<?
if

?>

B_PROLOG | NCLUDED! ==true)di e();
$ar Paranmeters = Array(

tinmes.",

(! defined("B_PROLOG | NCLUDED') ||

"PARAVETERS" => Array(
"TEXT_MSG'=> Array(
"NAVE' => "Wel cone text",
"TYPE' => "STRI NG',
"DEFAULT" => "Hell o, #NAME#! You've seen ne #CNT#

). ),
"USER _PARAMETERS' => Array(
" TEXT_NAVE" => Array(
"NAVE' => "Nanme",
"TYPE' => "STRING',
"DEFAULT" => "friend",

):)a )

the gadget executable code: index.php:

<?
if

/1

?>

B_PROLOG | NCLUDED! ==true)die();

$ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_MSG'] =

(i sset ($ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_MSG'] ) ?$ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_MSG'] : "
Hel | o, #NAME#! You' ve seen ne #CNT# tines.");

$ar Gadget Par ams[ " TEXT_NAME"] =

(i sset ($ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_NAME"] ) ?$ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_NAME"] :
"friend");

$ar Gadget [ " USERDATA"] [ "CNT"] =

i ntval ($ar Gadget [ " USERDATA"] [" CNT"]) ;

$ar Gadget [ " USERDATA"] [ " CNT"] ++;

$ar Gadget ["TI TLE"] = "Hell o,
". ht m speci al char s($ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_NAVE'])."!";

$MSG = $ar Gadget Par ans[ " TEXT_MSG'] ;
$MSG = str_repl ace("#NAVE#", $ar Gadget Parans[" TEXT_NAME"], $MSG);
$MSG = str_replace("#CNT#", $ar Gadget[ " USERDATA"]["CNT"], $MSG ;

<p><?=ht m speci al char s($M5Q ; ?></ p>

(! defined("B_PROLOG | NCLUDED') ||

initialize

As a result, the gadget we have created has been added to the list of available
dashboard gadgets (Fig. 2.2):

13
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=+ add # Reset current settings
Personal .
Gadgets for most used personal tools
External Services » Google Gadgets
Internet-based information services Google Gadgets For vour Personal Dashboard
HowStufforks.com Daily Feed Hello!
Greeting Gadget %
#» 18 Home Remedies for Upset Stomach R5S Feed
RSS news feed
» Budgeting Cuiz — e
R Wind: NiE at 12 mph
» How Dual Flush Toilets Work —
-’? 66°F / 53°F
[ il SSRGS i = -

Fig. 2.2 The created gadget

Add it to the dashboard (Fig. 2.3):

Hello, friend!

Hello, friend! You've seen me 1
times.

Fig. 2.3 The Hello! gadget

Since we have specified user configurable settings (see .parameters.php), we can
modify the user name (Fig. 2.4):

Hello, friend!

Mame:
Jason|

|DK|| Cancel |

Hello, friend! You've seen me 4 times,

Fig. 2.4 The gadget settings

After you click OK, the gadget will have the following appearance (Fig. 2.5):

Hello, Jason!

Hello, Jason! You've seen me 5
times.

Fig. 2.5 The gadget after configuration
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Final Notes

This manual has given you some insight of using gadgets and the Personal
Dashboard component to create custom personal dashboards.

You can ask your questions at the Bitrix corporate forum:

http://www.bitrixsoft.com/support/forum/,

Should you have any difficulty using Bitrix Site Manager, do not hesitate to send a
request to the technical support service:

http://www.bitrixsoft.com/support/
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